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Message from Monsignor Ren® Mathieu: 
(1) This Sunday, May 28, priests of the parish are leading Memorial Day 
prayer services at Saint Joseph Cemetery (1:30 pm), and at Saint Mary 
Cemetery (2:30 pm). All are invited. You may want to bring a lawn chair 
for your comfort. The events will be cancelled should there be bad 
weather. (2) Summer Mass schedule changes: The 5:30 pm Saturday 
summertime Mass at Saint Brendan Chapel in Biddeford Pool resumes 

this Saturday, May 27. The 8:00 am Monday morning Mass at St. Margaret will 
resume on June 19. During the St. James School summer recess, the 8:30 am 
Wednesday Mass at St. James will give way to an 8:00 am Mass at St. Margaret, 
beginning June 21. Beginning June 25, the two Sunday Masses at St. Margaret will 
be celebrated at 8:00 am and 9:30 am to avoid summertime traffic later in the day; 
on the same day, a 9:30 am Sunday Mass will be added at St. Brendan. (3) Having re-
organized the parishes in Maine over the last decade or so, this yearôs Clergy Institute 
(May 15-18) focused once again on how we move forward as a diocese and setting 
ministerial goals for parishes. An annual feature of the institute is celebrating priest 
jubilarians with a Mass and banquet. Among the honorees this year: Bishop Paul 
Baltakis, OFM (of the Kennebunkport Monastery), Msgr. Raymond Begin, and 
Biddeford native, Fr. Armand Neault (65 years); Fr. Rudolph Leveille and Fr. Joseph 
McKenna (60 years); Msgr. Richard Sniezyk, Fr, Ernest LôHeureux and Fr. John 
Bacevicius, OFM (55 years); Fr. Bertrand Poussard, Fr. Maurice Lebel, Fr. Thanh Van 
Nuguyan and Fr. Peter Kaseta, OFM Cap. (50 years); former pastor at St. Philip, 
Fr. James Brewer, Fr. Joseph Koury, Fr. Thomas Lequin and I (40 years); Fr. John 
Mazzei (25 years). We are grateful to the Lord for their many years of faithful service. 
(4) Assignment of Priests: Effective July 1, Nigerian born Fr. Patrick Efe-egiughwe 
Agbodi, SMA, will become parochial vicar in the Augusta/Gardner/Hallowell/
Whitefield/Winthrop cluster, transferred from the Bridgton/Norway cluster. Effective 
August 1, Cameroon-born Fr. Athanasius Sangnyuy Wirsiy will become hospital chap-
lain at Maine Medical Center and Mercy Hospital and parochial vicar in and around 
Portland for the Cathedral/Sacred Heart/Peaks Island/St. Louis/St. Peter cluster. On the 
same day, Fr. Richard McLaughlin will retire from active ministry at these hospitals 
and cluster. (5) Last weekend was Commitment Weekend for the 2017 Catholic 
Appeal. If you have not already done so, please be thankful, intentional, and prayerful 
as you complete your gift form. If you were not able to make your pledge last week-
end, I invite you to do so this weekend and to place the pledge form in the basket dur-
ing a third collection, or deliver it to the parish office. (6) A possible ñJoy in Actionò 
for this week based on Pope Francisô apostolic exhortation on the joy of the family, 
Amoris Laetitae: As we celebrate Memorial Day, take some time to share some family 
memories with your spouse, children, siblings or friends. Learn about your ethnic 
heritage. (7) Thank You of the Week: To the parishioners who administer the Good 
Shepherd Parish 50/50 Club. Thank you! 
 

JOKES PRIESTS CAN TELL, Vol. 7 - Msgr. Tonne: 
ñSammy, there were two pieces of pie in the cupboard this morning. Now thereôs only 
one ï how come?ò 
ñI donôt know ï I supposed it was too dark to see the other piece.ò 
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Cemeteries of Good Shepherd Parish: St. Joseph / St. Mary 
Office hours are Mon-Fri, 8:30-Noon. Call Sandy at: 282-0747. 

 

Confessions on Saturdays (or by appointment): 
3:00 pm at Most Holy Trinity, St. Joseph and St. Margaret 

3:30 pm at St. Philip 

A Blessing of Homes During Eastertime 
  

O God, make the door of this house wide enough 
to receive all who need human love and fellowship,  

and narrow enough to shut out 
all envy, pride and strife. 

Make its threshold smooth enough to be no      
stumbling block to children, nor to straying feet,  
but rugged and strong enough to turn back the 

tempter's power. 
God, make the door to this house the gateway to 

your eternal kingdom. 
Grant this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Vocations: ñThey received the Holy Spirit.ò 
The Blessed Virgin Mary intercedes for your faith-
fulness to the vocation to which the Spirit is leading 
you. If you think God may be offering you the grace 
of serving Him and His people as a priest or in the 

consecrated life, 
call Fr. Seamus Griesbach: 207-773-6471; 
email: seamus.griesbach@portlanddiocese.org; 
Website: www.portlanddiocese/vocations; 

Facebook: VocationsME. 

OUR PARISH WEBSITE includes the weekly 
bulletin, a page of upcoming events, links to 
St. James School, the Portland Diocese (with 
daily news updates), the USCCB, the Vatican & 
much more. There is also a link for WeShare, 
our parishôs secure, online giving system. 
Check it out and let us know what you think! 
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Memorial Day is celebrated Monday, May 29. 
 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is Wednesday, May 31. 


