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Transfiguration Parish is a community of Christian believers faithful to our Catholic tradition and a pilgrim people  

entrusted to the Carmelite Fathers. Through our participation in public worship we are nourished by the Word and the 

Body of the Lord. We are called to share what we have received by evangelization and by good works to those in need . 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday, Evening: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 
Weekdays: Monday through Friday: 7:15 & 9:00 am (Day Chapel) 
Weekends: Saturday morning: 9:00 am only 
Holy Days of Obligation: 7:15 am, 9:00 am, 12:10 pm & 7:30 pm. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) 
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:30 pm 
Other times by appointment 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Pre-Baptismal Instruction for Parents: 

Held prior to Baptism (Call the Parish Office for schedules and 
further information) 

Baptisms  
The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the last Sunday 
of each month at 1:30 pm except during Advent and Lent. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
The Sacrament of Matrimony is celebrated for parishioners. The 
couple are to contact the priest at least six (6) months prior to the 
ceremony. 

PRIORY OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Saturday: 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am to 1:30 pm 
Closed on all holidays. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE 
SICK AND  MINISTRY TO THE SICK & ELDERLY 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a sacrament of 
healing., expressing love of God and our Church for the sick, our 
shut-ins and the elderly. For the SERIOUSLY ILL and dying, 
contact the Priory. Communion will be brought on Sundays to the 
home of any person permanently or temporarily homebound. 
 
CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY 
Welcome to the Transfiguration Community. Please register at the 
Priory. Registering and weekly participating are ways of acquiring 
a true sense of belonging to our parish community. A record of 
active membership is a necessary requirement for marriage in the 
Parish Church, testimonial letters for Baptismal/Confirmation 
sponsors. If you move or change address, please notify us. 
 
COUNSELING 
Know that we are ever ready to assist. Don’t hesitate to call any-
time for an appointment. 
Dr. Frank Pastore 631-0045 

 Priory Transfiguration School Religious Ed. Center 

 268 So. Broadway Prospect Avenue Prospect Avenue 

 631-1672 631-3737 631-2380 

www.transfiguration-tarrytown.org 

www.transfigurationschool.org  
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SATURDAY, December 23rd 

4:00 to 4:30     Reconciliation 

5:00     Mabel Muldoon req. by Joyce Hufnagle 

 

SUNDAY, December 24th 

8:00     Daniel Moriarty req. by Nancy Nelson 

10:00   Antiono & Catherine Franciosa req. by the  

            Franciosa Family 

No 12:00 pm Mass /No Reconciliation today 
 

SUNDAY, December 24th -CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00     Helen Downey req. by Peter Downey 

8:00     Catherine & Joseph Riveriso, Louis & Frances 

            Agro Sr., Louis Agro Jr. req. by The Agro Family 

11:00   Daniel Moriarty req. by Mr. & Mrs. John Windas 

 

MONDAY, December 25TH -CHRISTMAS 

8:00     James A. Bell req. by Kathleen Bell 

10:00    Rosetti Family req. by Mr. & Mrs. Joe Balthazard 

12:00    Joseph Duggan req. by Lois Duggan 

 

TUESDAY—Parish Office Closed 

9:00     Elmer Abalahin req. by Gloria Agro 

WEDNESDAY 

7:15     Michael Seamus Daley, II req. by the Ball Family 

9:00     Joseph Miele req. by Sheila Sullivan 

 THURSDAY 

7:15     Joseph & Caterina Vele req. by Mary King &  

            Ann Mottola 

9:00     Daniel Coughlin req. by Kathleen & Richard 

Cross 

FRIDAY  

7:15      Bridget Connelly req. by Ellen & James Connelly 

9:00      Jeanne Helbock req. by Gloria Agro 

 

SATURDAY  

9:00      Elmer Abalahin req. by Rita & Lisa O’Shea 

5:00      Marco Broadway req. by Teresa Agar 

 

SUNDAY 

8:00     Maria Le Thu Ho req. by Gloria Agro 

10:00    Andrew Salajcek req. by Dolores Burns 

12:00    Louis Agro Jr. req. by The Agro Family 
The Sanctuary candle burning in the Church this 

week is in the memory of  Joseph & Caterina Vele 

req. by Mary King & Ann Mattola 

 

The Sanctuary candle burning in the Chapel this 

week is for The Walpuck Family req. by  

Maureen Vanginderen 

 

The Shrine candles are burning this week for a gift 

of healing req. by Mary King 

God’s Plan for Giving 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 

$9,279.00 

Attendance–801     Envelopes–235 

School Maintenance 

$2,514.00       Envelopes– 145 

 

Next week second collection: 

Church Maintenance 

READINGS, SAINTS AND  
SPECIAL OBSERVANCES  

Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  

Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

Monday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

 Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27-29;  

 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]  

 During the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;  

 Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;  

 Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 

 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  

 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 

Tuesday: St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins 

 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;  

 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 

Wednesday: St. John      
 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Thursday: The Holy Innocents  
 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 

Friday: Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  

 of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket 

 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Saturday: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  

 of the Lord 

 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128: 
 1-5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or  
 Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]  

 

 

The child to be born will be 

called holy, the Son of God. 

ðLuke 1:35 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

POPE FRANCIS' MESSAGE ON ATTI-

TUDES FOR CHRISTMAS:   

During his angelus last weekend, Pope Fran-

cis gave a reflection on 1 Thessalonians 5:16

-24 that can help us to keep a proper sense of 

the true joy of the season of Christmas.  I of-

fer you the reflection below (my translation).  

I wish you all the happiest and most blessed 

of Christmases.  Remember that the lunches 

and dinners all pale compared with the true 

meaning of the season: God has chosen to 

make his home with us.  So have faith in His 

love and share this love with everyone.  God 

bless. 

-- Fr. Emiel 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

 

In the last few Sundays, the liturgy under-

lined what it means to have a vigilant atti-

tude and what is concretely involved in pre-

paring the way of the Lord. On this third 

Sunday of Advent, called the "Sunday of 

Joy", the liturgy invites us to grasp the spirit 

with which all of this takes place, that is, pre-

cisely, joy. Saint Paul invites us to prepare 

the coming of the Lord by assuming three 

attitudes. Listen carefully: three attitudes. 

First, constant joy; second, persevering 

prayer; third, continuous thanksgiving. Con-

stant joy, persevering prayer and continuous 

thanksgiving. 

 

The first attitude, constant joy: "Rejoice al-

ways" (1 Thess 5:16), says St. Paul. That is 

to say, always remain in joy, even when 

things do not go according to our desires.  

However, there is that profound joy, which is 

peace: that is also joy, it is inside. And peace 

is a joy "at ground level", but it is a joy. 

Anxieties, difficulties and sufferings go 

through each one's life, we all know them;  

and many times the reality that surrounds us 

seems to be inhospitable and arid, similar to 

the desert in which the voice of John the 

Baptist resounded, as the Gospel of today re-

calls (cf. Jn 1:23). But the words of the Bap-

tist reveal that our joy rests on a certainty, 

that this desert is inhabited: "Among you," 

he says "there is one whom you do not 

know" (verse 26). This is Jesus, the envoy of 

the Father who comes, as Isaiah underlines, 

"to bring good news to the poor, to bind the 

wounds of the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to captives, release to the prisoners, to 

proclaim the year of favor from the 

Lord" (61,1-2). These words, which Jesus 

will make his own in the discourse of the 

synagogue of Nazareth (cf. Lk 4: 16-19), 

clarify that his mission in the world consists 

in the liberation from the personal and social 

sin and slavery that it produces. He came to 

earth to give back to all people the dignity 

and freedom of the children of God, which 

only He can communicate, and to give joy 

for it. 

 

The joy that characterizes the expectation of 

the Messiah is based on persevering prayer: 

this is the second attitude. St. Paul says: 

"Pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 

5:17). Through prayer, we can enter into a 

stable relationship with God, who is the 

source of true joy. The joy of the Christian is 

not bought, and cannot be bought; it comes 

from faith and from the encounter with Jesus 

Christ, the reason for our happiness. And the 

more we are rooted in Christ, the closer we 

are to Jesus, the more we find inner serenity, 

even in the midst of daily contradictions. For 

this reason the Christian, having encountered 

Jesus, can not be a prophet of misfortune, but   



PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

      OUR MILITARY:  

      Nick O’Kelly 

 

OUR SICK:   

Justin Baker, William Duggan, 

Ann Duggan Baker, Mary Lester,  

Norbert & Patricia Godin, 

Sharon Lynch, Carmen Rodriguez  

 

OUR DECEASED:  
Anne Colucci, Jean Donnelly,  

Giovanni DiNunzio, Peter Lentini 

 

If you would like to include others in this prayer list, 

please contact the priory office.  Names will remain 

on the list for two weeks, or according to need. 

 

YOUNG ADULTS, 21-35 YEARS OF AGE – 

DECEMBER 30, 6:30pm:  

Prepare for the New Year with a fellowship supper 

and prayer after the 6:00pm Mass on Saturday, De-

cember 30.  All young adults, single or married, 21-

35 years of age are invited.  Please bring some chips 

or a dish to share.  For further information or to 

RSVP, please e-mail Fr. Emiel at 

fr.emiel.a@gmail.com. 

GOD’S PROMISE 

 The lengthy passage from Samuel is a won-

derful exposition of God’s promise to the house of 

David: that his throne would forever be gloriously 

occupied by his descendants. Hidden in the mystery 

of the prophecy is the promise of the Savior, the 

Messiah, Son of God and Son of David. The prophet 

Nathan, speaking in God’s name, poetically turns 

around David’s plan to build a house for God, and 

announces God’s plan to build a “house,” that is, a 

dynasty for David. From this house of David will 

come the Messiah, the Christ, not in kingly splendor 

as David ruled, but as a humble man, destined to 

rule forever and over all. When God gives a gift, it’s 

amazing what we are given—so different from what 

we ever could have imagined. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

a witness and a herald of joy: a joy to be 

shared with others; a contagious joy that 

makes life's journey less tiring. 

 

The third attitude indicated by Paul is the 

continual thanksgiving, that is, a grateful 

love for God. He is indeed very generous 

with us, and we are invited to always recog-

nize his benefits, his merciful love, his pa-

tience, and goodness, thus living in an inces-

sant thanksgiving. 

 

Joy, prayer and gratitude are three attitudes 

that prepare us to live Christmas in an au-

thentic way. Joy, prayer and gratitude.  

 



¶ There will be no Coffee Hour, Sunday, Decem-

ber 24th.   

¶ Our hosts for January 7 will 

be Susan & Chris Vacca 

TRANSFIGURATION SENIORS:   
¶ Thursday, January 18th at 1:00 pm: Meeting in 

the Parish Hall. 
      Renew membership dues $10.00 
¶ Please join us on Thursday, January 25th for  

      y" $GNQTR -HMDx at the Westchester Broadway        
       Theatre, 1pm - Doors open at 11:00 am, lunch 
       Included.  $28 per person.   
       All monies due January 3rd.   
       Call 591-4276 to sign up. 
      *This trip is limited to our parishioners age         
        65 and up. 
*Remember, if schools are closed due to weather our 
meeting will be cancelled. 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Children of the parish are somewhat focused on 

Santa Claus these days, who is keeping an eye on 

who’s naughty and who’s nice. Santa Claus, with his 

heavenly patron Saint Nicholas, has been more or less 

in charge of gift-giving to American children for a hun-

dred years or so. In other places, perhaps more atten-

tive to our Christian tradition, there are different gift-

bearers. In Greece, Saint Basil delivers the presents on 

his feast day, December 31, and makes sure everyone 

is sprinkled with holy water. The Baby Jesus is in 

charge elsewhere, called the Christkind in Austria and 

Belgium, El Niño Jesús in Columbia, and Le Petit Je-

sus in France, where he shares his duties with Père 

Noël. In the Czech Republic almost everyone is atheist, 

but Jeģ²ġek, the infant Jesus, brings gifts to one and all. 

In Poland the “Star Man” is said to bring the gifts, al-

though often he turns out to be the village priest in dis-

guise. Saint Nicholas, not his Americanized cousin, is 

the giver in Holland, where he wears a bishop’s miter, 

and in Russia, where he wears a bishop’s crown. So-

viet Russia tried to dethrone Saint Nicholas and pro-

mote Grandfather Frost, but no one was much fooled 

by this attempt to squeeze religion out of Christ’s birth. 

One country has a saintly woman in charge of the gifts, 

Saint Lucy, honored in Sweden on December 13, when 

children serve their parents breakfast in bed, and others 

awake to news that they have been nominated for a 

Nobel Prize. Some children have a second round of 

gifts on Epiphany, when the magi assume the gift-

giving duties. In general, the gifts of Christmas are 

simple pleasures, not great heaps of treasures. Once 

upon a time, a new pair of socks or an orange was 

enough for us. No matter what gifts we receive, all of 

them are to point us to the true gift, and the true giver. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 

 

This weekend is the fourth 

week of Advent and Sunday is 

Christmas Eve.  As you ap-

proach the Nativity scene in 

the creche, you may find your-

self filled with awe, that our 

God has come to live among us, and started his hu-

man life as a baby, as all people do.  He took on hu-

man flesh, and was divine.  Our God comes to us in 

a state of vulnerability, needing to be cared for as all 

babies do.   

 

What gift do you bring the Christ child?  Is it the gift 

of love for other people?  Is it 

charitable works done during 

Advent and beyond?  Is it a re-

newed commitment to prayer?  

As you bow or genuflect at the 

creche, among your other gifts, 

give Him the gift of your love for Him.  Give Him 

the gift of joy and gratitude because he has come to 

dwell with us and to dwell within each of us.   
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