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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 10, 2019

Today’s Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 4:19)
“Come after me and I will make you fishers of men’

’

Monsignor James E. Mortimer followed Christ’s call

Msgr. Mortimer was ordained on May 10, 1952 and spent
the first 28 years of his priesthood in education, teaching
at St. Thomas More High School (1952-1957) and at Car-
dinal Dougherty High School (1957-1968). Moderator of
the band and school shows at St. Thomas More, he was
prepared to take on the task of organizing the band at
C.D.H.S. which would become world famous in the
1960’s. He took the 222 member marching band to Eu-
rope in 1966 where it performed for the Pope in the Vati-
can, Princess Grace in Monaco, the King and Queen of
Holland, and won the World Music Championship at
Kerkrade.

In the course of his teaching years, he traveled widely and

he earned a Masters Degree in Secondary School

Administration from Villanova University. In 1968 he 1927 ~ 2019

became Principal of St. Pius X High School in Pottstown. Sixth Pastor of St. William Parish

Msgr. was Principal of Cardinal O’Hara High School
from 1971 to 1980. He was also very involved in the
planning and events of the 41st International Eucharis-
tic Congress held in Philadelphia in 1976. In March of
1976 he was named Monsignor.

In June, 1980, he was appointed pastor of St. William.
During his first ten years as pastor, the Parish Council
and Finance Council were established. He was instru-
mental in renovating both the upper and lower church-
es, made many improvements in the school buildings,
and made some additions to the rectory and convent.
He also constructed Memorial Hall and the Chapel of
Perpetual Adoration.

We are eternally grateful to Monsignor Mortimer for
his time at St. William’s Parish. Let us all keep Mon-
signor in our prayers and thank God for his time spent
with us as God’s faithful servant.

May the Lord bless his soul and may he rest in peace.



















